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patches of analysis and cautious explanation of motive. The
discussions on ethical points that sometimes occur and Darcy's
lectures on the casuistry of etiquette are a different matter, on
which something will be said later. What goes on before the eyes
is made to tell its own story, with a minimum of parenthetical
direction. The range of character is wider. The whole gamut
of Jane's command of human nature is brought into play, with
such creatures of instinct as Mrs Bennet and her skittish younger
daughters at one end and the more finely compounded Mr and
Mrs Gardiner and the complex Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet at
the other. If First Impressions underwent any drastic revision,
this must have been done at Chawton, where the Austens
had settled down in 1809 after their eight years at Bath and
Southampton; but the general picture of the rural society at
Longbourn must have been painted from the time at Steventon,
Jane Austen did not draw individuals straight from lifel; but she
would not describe places that she did not know or anything she
did not properly understand, and she was just as conscientious in
her more extraordinary creations. Mr Collins and Lady Catherine
de Bourgh do exceed the modesty of nature; but they never
contradict nature, though such modesty as they possess is a
spurious alloy. Between the Austens and the Bennets or the
Dashwoods there was doubtless only the general likeness of any
domestic interiors of gentry of moderate means in a village at
that time. Jane and Elizabeth Bennet are not Cassandra and Jane
Austen 5 but internal and external evidence agrees that Elizabeth
displays more of her author's own mentality and disposition than
any other personage in the novels; and the bond between the two
elder sisters, here as in the previous novel, is the counterpart of
that subsisting between herself and Cassandra. The scene in the first
was Devon, and in this second Hertfordshire; but it might equally
well have been Jane Austen's own Hampshire, so insignificant
is the difference in the local circumstances and the lie of the
land. And it would be useless to identify such places as Longbourn
or Meryton even were it possible; almost any group of inhabited
spots in the southern counties would have served just as well.
1 " It is a thoroughly attested fact that in no single instance did she ever
draw one of the figures in her novels straight from life " (Walter Herrics Pollock :
yane Austen : her Contemporaries and Herself, 9).